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Things Hidden

The book of Ruth gives an
account of a severe famine in
Judea, during which Naomi
and her husband Elimelech
left Bethlehem to seek refuge
in Moab with their two
children. Unfortunately,
shortly thereafter, Naomi lost
her husband and both
children. When Naomi heard
in Moab that the LORD had
come to the aid of his people
by providing food for them
(verse 6), she left Moab to
return back to Bethlehem. In
Hebrew, Bethlehem means
"House of Bread". Naomi left
the "House of Bread" when
bread had run out, and
returned when bread had
become replenished.

Our Lord Jesus says, "l am
the bread of life." A modern-
day Bethlehem is a "House of
Bread that is Jesus", namely
a church. It stands to reason
that if one comes to a "House
of Bread", he is seeking
‘bread’. This is because
churches proclaim to have
bread. If this is the case, then
it must be that if the church
should have anything at all, it
should have bread. If a
church advertises, "We Have
Bread" when there actually is
none, it's false advertising,
and those desperately
seeking bread will be forced
to leave in disappointment.

Above anything else, | pray

that our church is a church

that has 'bread. It's been
said for ages that the
increasing trend of
Americans leaving the
church is because the

presence of God isn't there.
A place that should have
bread, doesn't. These days,
our church is having the
pleasure of welcoming many
visitors and guests.
Assuredly, the numbers are
rising. Virtually all of our
guests have commented that
our church has a "genuinely
very pleasant atmosphere".
When | think about that, |
believe our church has
bread. Because God's holy
presence is here, people
want to come and visit.
Therefore, if God's powerful
presence is truly revealed, it
won't all end there. People
seeking true bread will for
sure come in droves.

Hungrily, almost greedily, |
want to seek the Lord's
presence more and more. |
want each soul attending our
church to sincerely seek Him
as well. The Lord has said,
"Seek my face." (Psalm 27:8)
Rather than seek God's
works, we are called to seek
God Himself - His presence.
Rather than tell God, "Do this
for me. Do that for me.", we
should seek Him. If we do
that, the Lord promises that
everything else will be

Pastor’s Message

"added unto you".

Let's seek and pray that
Central can be a church that
can truly advertise, "We
Have Bread".

Pastor Toru
Associate Pastor
toru@-centraljapanese.orqg
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Visitors’ Day

June 11" marked the very first Visitors’ Day at
CJC. Much thought, prayer, and preparation went
into making this day both comfortable and fun for
not only our guests, but for our members as well!

The Women’s Ministry baked a variety of
indulgent, yet surprisingly wholesome cakes and
breads that were passed out around our
neighboring community, to serve as an invitation
to Visitors’ Day. Practically our whole church
congregation split up into groups and scoured the
community, dropping off these home-baked
bundles of goodness to anyone who would
answer the door. Memorable encounters include
Brianna Imai and Maki Vance gawking at the
firefighters at the local fire department and James
and Stanley Matsuda randomly meeting one of
their older brother’s patients!

Through much prayer by our congregation, many
visitors were led by the Holy Spirit to attend.
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Pastor Toru Nakamura shared a very thought-
provoking message entitled “Who Will Come Near
to You?”, speaking about the parable of the Good
Samaritan with an unorthodox, yet touching twist
of the Good Samaritan being Jesus — how He will
always be the one to come to your aid, when
those whom you’d expect to help you, don't.

Reminiscent of our East LA glory days, our CJC
family outdid itself with a mind-blowing potluck
that fed the masses. Everyone got to do what we
do best — eat and fellowship!

Thanks to our Visitors’ Day and the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, our attendance has grown and
more and more people are taking note of our
humble church. If you haven’t visited Central in a
while, it's high time you did. And the best part
about Visitors’ Day? It's every Saturday at
Central!
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FFEN Hike & Dinner

At Central Japanese, we get together as a Church family for
what is known as "Family Fun Night" or FFN for short. For
the most part unless other activities are planned, FFN
occurs once a month. On July 30, FFN had a Saturday
afternoon hike at Eaton Canyon Falls. Eaton Canyon is only
about 2 miles from the Church, but once on the trail, it
seemed far removed from the city. Eaton Canyon, was
called "El Precipio” by early Spanish settlers but later named
Eaton Canyon after Judge Benjamin Eaton who built the first
Fair Oaks Ranch House near Eaton Creek back in 1865.

Led by Ken Seino, we started the hike at the Mt. Wilson Toll
Road bridge and followed the creek bed trail. The hike along
the creek was shady with high canyon walls on both sides of
the creek. The trail crossed the creek several times but
enough smooth rocks were available to make the crossings
without getting your feet wet. After about a half mile, we
were treated to a 40 foot waterfall surrounded by a nice
round pool of water. We rested and enjoyed the view and
many kids enjoyed standing underneath the waterfall or just
walking around in knee deep water. All together the hike
was about 1.4 miles round trip and was enjoyed by all both
young and old.

After the hike, we met back at the Church for a vespers song
service led by Pastor Toru, Maki Vance, and Melissa
Hokama. The last song "Everyday" was fantastic with
enthusiastic clapping, djembe drumming, and great acoustic
guitar. The vespers was closed with an inspirational and
emotional talk by Grace Matsuda about God's fatherly love
for us as we journey in the race of life. Many shed a tear or
two as we listened to Grace describe God's ultimate love
and sacrifice for us so that we could enjoy a victorious race
in life.

The evening ended with all enjoying an "all you can eat"
"make your own" Tostada, Burrito, and Haystack dinner.
People sat and had good conversations over dinner. It is so
great to be able to spend good times with each other. And of
course no meal would be complete without some dessert so
there were popsicle "Big Sticks" or "Fudgesicles" (thanks to
Stevie and Wanda for the Fudgesicles) for all!

For information on future FFN and other church events as
well as videos of past events, please visit our facebook
group page "Central Japanese" and like the page to receive
updates on all event schedules.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CASTAIC LAKE CAMPING TRIP
Fri, Aug 12 — Sun, Aug 15
For more information, please contact Maki at makikaneko@gmail.com.

BEACH VESPERS
Sat, Aug 20 at 3pm
Bolsa Chica Beach

“KEIRO NO HI” LUNCHEON
Sun, Sept 18
We will be celebrating our elderly members with a lunch in their honor.

SANSEI DAY CAMP REUNION at CJAC with Pastor Dean

Sat, Oct 29 at 11:00am

It's a time to invite old friends to participate in a program that our church sponsored for
over 10 years! There are many memories to be shared! If you know people that were
involved with this summer program, please invite them to attend this special event!

BIG BEAR RETREAT
Fri, Nov 4 — Sun, Nov 6
For more information, please contact Melissa melissahokama@gmail.com.

A 8—3y FTRRENTESHELIIZHEYFELE!
ONLINE GIVING IS NOW AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card. Please visit our

wesbite at www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11am

* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 1lam-12pm

* Praise Night Tues 7:45pm-10pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 2pm

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

* Women’s Ministry 1% Sat 6pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly

* JHOP United (Praise Night) Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at melissahokama@gmail.com.

Central Harmony 7


mailto:melissahokama@gmail.com
mailto:makikaneko@gmail.com
mailto:melissahokama@gmail.com
http://www.centraljapanese.org/

L0TT6 VO ‘euspesed
198.1S ©|lINI1se] €TTC
yoinyd Allunwwo) uedliswy-asaueder [eiua)d

BIRAI S 22T 4 —PRE=

visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.org
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