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“Bare Feet on Holy Ground”

The bush was burning. It should be
a pile of ashes. But it was not burning
up. The shepherd was curious so he
moved toward the fire-proof bush.
“‘God called to him from the bush,
‘Moses! Moses!” ‘Here | am!” Moses
replied. ‘Do not come any closer,” God
told him. ‘Take off your sandals, for
you are standing on holy ground.”
Exodus 3:3-5 (NLT)

Do you wear shoes in your home?
Not in our home. Our entry sometimes
looks like a shoe store after a group of
teens has tried on every “cute” shoe. If
you need a new pair of shoes, come to
our house during a party, and as you
leave, just choose a better pair that
fits.

Why do we take off our shoes at
home? Because we always have. It is
comfortable and it feels like our floor
stays cleaner. Did God tell Moses to
take off his sandals because Moses
would be more comfortable? To keep
the pebbles, snakes and dirt clean?
No. Why did Moses have to take off
his sandals? Because God told him it
was “holy ground”.

Holy ground? Because pebbles,
shakes and dirt are holy? Was there a
hidden holy scorpion? The ground was
holy because God was there meeting
Moses. It was all about God.

While the Israelites wandered in the
wilderness, God told them to build a
tabernacle, “| want the people of Israel
to build me a sacred residence where |
can live among them.” Exodus 25:8
(NLT)

The tabernacle was an important
structure, a special sanctuary. God
gave very specific instructions about its
materials and construction, how the
services were to be conducted, who
could come inside and even the exact
equipment and furnishings.

God did not need a house. He did not
design His home for Himself. He did
not need a place to live. Then why did
He want them to build a “sacred
residence”?

He wanted His people to know that
He was with them. He wanted them to
remember that He was part of their life.
The tabernacle was an assurance and

reminder of this.

The tabernacle was where God
revealed His will and provided
instructions. Exodus 25:21-22. The
tabernacle was where the High Priest
would confess the sins of God’s people
and where the sacrifice is offered. The
tabernacle was where God told His
beloved people that they were forgiven.
The tabernacle was a reminder to His
people that He wants to walk and talk
with them, like He did with Adam and
Eve.

God did not and does not need a
reminder that He loves us or that He
wants to “live” with us. He doesn’t
need a residence on earth. He
remembers that He loves us and lives
with us.

Every Sabbath we come to CJACC.
We worship in our sanctuary. Why?
Are we here because the concrete,
stucco, wood or electronics are holy?
No. Do we have to come here to meet
each other? No, we can meet
anywhere. For great sermons? No, we
can get that on the TV, radio or CDs.

On April 23, 2011, we had a special
service in the afternoon and dedicated
our sanctuary to God. We had posters
and a slide show to remember our
roots. Southern California Conference
officers came with special messages
and prayers. We praised God for
leading us to this location, to this
specific building.

Why did we dedicate our sanctuary?
Why was that specific room with the
pews and high ceilings dedicated?
What is now the purpose of our
sanctuary at 2113 East Villa Street in
2013?

Like the tabernacle of the lIsraelites
wilderness  wandering, does our
sanctuary and its services foreshadow
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on
Calvary? No, the debt for our sins has
already been paid by Jesus’ death. Do
we need to go to the tabernacle to
learn God’s will? No, the Holy Spirit
impresses our hearts and minds and
through His written word.

So do we still need the sanctuary?
Yes. Why? Just as the tabernacle
was holy, just as the ground around the

burning bush was holy, our sanctuary
is holy. How is jour sanctuary of
wood, concrete and cloth holy?

Let us first define “holy”. According
to Holman’s Bible Dictionary, “holy”
means “to be set apart” by or for God.
Buildings, writings, places, objects and
even persons may be holy if they are
set apart because of God's presence
or God'’s special blessing.

Dedicating our sanctuary was our
declaration that the space was set
apart for God. Not to give Him a place
to live but as a reminder for us. A
reminder that God loves us and still
cares about our needs.

Whenever we worship God in our
sanctuary, it is a time to recall His
leading while we searched for a
church home. When we walk through
our sanctuary, we remember the
entreaties we prayed at noon every
day. When we raise our voices in
praise, our praises reflect our thanks
for God’s leading and caring.

“The main purpose of our church is
to experience the power of the living
God.” Our sanctuary is a place of
reverence, where we are reminded of
our connection with God. Let us
remember that our sanctuary is holy
ground because just as His presence
in the burning bush made the desert
sand holy, God is present in our
sanctuary.

Dennis Imai
Administrative Pastor
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INAIEF S ADE LV / Memories of Mrs. Teruko Kobayashi

Mrs. Teruko Kobayashi, with whom we have praised and
worshiped the Lord together as a church family here at
Central for many years, is moving back to Japan this
June. Starting as a deaconess, she has also spent many
years serving Central Church through managing the sale
of Japanese Christian literature. Also, she was very
supportive to any students who had come abroad from
Japan to study here by cooking for them as well as giving
them a place to stay.

| have asked a number of Mrs. Kobayashi’s church friends
to share their favorite memories they’ve had with her while
she has been here:

“Teruko-san always opened her home to many and
offered great meals for her guests. She invited many to
her home more than | did to my home.”

- Mr. Reijin Fujita

“We were always together so | will miss her very much. |
hope that she will do well while she lives over there.”
- Mrs. Hideko Tsushima

“As we have known each other since high school, | will be
extremely sad when she is gone. | look forward to when |
can meet her in Japan.”

- Mrs. Hiroko Matsumoto

‘I have known her for a long time, back when we were
both single and working at Eisei (SDA) Hospital. Parting
is sad, but let us also meet in Heaven again.”

- Mrs. Naoe Matsuda

Mrs. Teruko Kobayashi, thank you for your service and
fellowship with our church all these years. May you be in
good health and we pray that God richly bless your new
life back in Japan.
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In March, our beloved Pastor Obara and his family, who had
been in dedicated service to our Central Church family going on ten
years now, have returned to Japan. | first became acquainted with
them through the church program called Total Life Seminar. This
lead to my attending their Bible study for one year and ultimately,
with two other friends, in being baptized by Pastor Obara. Because
of the many things we had in common, from our ages, to the length
of time that we’ve lived in the States, as well as our children’s ages,
I have grown close with this family and have gotten to spend a lot
of time with them.

When at first | knew nothing about Christians, in getting to see
how the Obara family lived their lives, | have come to learn much.
Around the time that Sachiko gave birth to their twins, Pastor
Obara was also busily attending school pursuing a degree. And
while | believe that that time must have been draining both
physically and mentally on the two, they opened their homes to
many mothers with little children in tow, giving Bible studies and on
many occasions, lending a listening ear to us if ever we had
problems or were seeking advice. In the giving of their time and
service to the many mothers who came to the Total Life Seminars,
they worked passionately in spreading the gospel to nonChristians.
When it came to supporting the church, from tasks both large to so
small that they’d go unnoticed, this family has held us up through
their prayer and encouragement. To any about whom they heard
were sick, they would quickly drive over to visit; to any who were
troubled and in need, they gently took their hand and prayed with
them.

| was convinced that those who shed tears out of sadness that
they were parting, as well as the abundance of gratitude expressed
for them, was a testament to what this family really meant to us
while they were here in LA. Along with our thanks for their
dedication and service to our church family, | pray that God pour
His blessings and His love abundantly upon them as they start their
new life.

- Yoko Lamn

Thank you, Obara Family!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Keiro Nursing Home Visit

Saturday, July 13 from 3:00-3:45pm

Keiro Nursing Home, 2221 Lincoln Park Ave, LA 90031

If you and/or your children would like to join us, please contact Maki Vance at makikaneko@gmail.com.

Family Fun Night
Saturday, July 27 at 6:00pm
For more information, please contact James Matsuda at jamesmatsuda@hotmail.com.

Castaic Lake Church Campout

Friday, August 2 — Sunday, August 3

Castaic Lake, 32132 Castaic Lake Drive, Castaic, CA 91384
For more information, please contact Maki Vance.

Vacation Bible School
Monday, August 5 - Friday, August 9 from 5:30pm-8:00pm
Ages 4-12 are welcome! For more information and to sign up, please contact Jessica at vbs@centraljapanese.org.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University

Starting Saturday, August 24 at 2:30pm for 9 consecutive weeks

We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's ways of handling
money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical,
practical steps to get from where you are to where you've dreamed you could be. This plan will show you how to get
rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!

For more information, please contact Maki Vance.

Message from our Church Elders:
Dear Church Family,

The Elders would like to thank everyone from the bottom of our hearts for helping us raise the money for the air
conditioning/heating system, and electrical update for our Community Hall in such a short time! It will be great to be
able to enjoy the air conditioning this summer and especially for our seniors when we celebrate "Keiro no Hi". It is
truly amazing to have such a wonderful, responsive and generous church family. God is blessing our church... Thank
you all, again.

A3 =2y FTHEMNTEET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card. Please visit our
website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the “TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-1lam
* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly
*Women'’s Ministry Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.
COBEDARNY MERGEEZFZ e-A—I)LTHEY LTWET, CHEOD
AFUTOT FLAA B A1) 5 E T news@centraljapanese.org.
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