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What We Can See through Hole in Our Hearts

A pastor compared our suffering in our life to a “hole”. According
to him, each one of our lives or hearts has holes due to suffering to
a greater or lesser extent. Cold wind constantly keeps coming
through the holes. People usually work hard to cover up holes so
that the draft can’t come in.

However, adversely because of the holes, we are able to look
outside, aren’t we? What we can’t see while holes are unopened
can be seen with the holes open.

No matter how much we suffer and struggle ———— through these
——— we often get to know and discover what we didn’t know
while we were in good shape. By having such a new perspective,
we now can feel new joy and gratitude that we have been unable
to perceive until then, can’'t we? We no longer feel
misfortune. Instead, we can find happiness in such situations.
Jesus Christ said “those who do not see may see, and that those
who see may be made blind.”. (John 9:39 NKJV) When what we
take for granted can’t be taken for granted any longer, we will be
able to understand the world as a place in which is not “just simple
common sense”.

The Old Testament says;
“He has made everything beautiful in its time.”

(Ecclesiastes 3:11 NKJV)

When we shift our perspective from the visible world around us to
the invisible world and start thinking about the meaning of life from
new point of view, we will be aware of one thing; there exists no
meaningless incidents which take place accidently. Everything
follows God’s plan and everything is done in God’s will.

Of course we have limitations in our understanding. However
although we cannot understand everything, we can trust in Him
who sees and knows all from the beginning to the end. We can at
least leave everything on Almighty God’s Hand, just seeking God’s
will, not our own will or plan...

Every now and then, we encounter contradictions we can never
comprehend or distress that seems impossible for us to overcome,
or sorrow from which we feel we can never bounce back———
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no matter how much we try to understand. The one who
suffered great distress, suffering, sorrow and pain much
more than we did was Jesus Christ who was crucified
although He knows no sin and defilement.

The Cross used for symbol of Christianity is the symbol that
Christ who loves us. It's also the symbol that He’s trying to
provide you Love and Happiness beyond His great pain,
tribulation, distress and sadness by risking His Own Life.

Mother Teresa, who continued social activities in the slums of
Calcutta, India and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize says
as follows. “Suffering is nothing by itself. But suffering shared
with the passion of Christ is a wonderful gift, the most
beautiful gift, a token of love. ——— Because it was chosen
by the Father to show us that He loved the world by giving up
his Son to die for us”.

Through thick and thin, we are never alone. Even though sad
and suffering event happens to you, Christ is always with you
and carries your sufferings and sadness. Because Christ is
Emmanuel ——— God is with us ———— who showed you His
love at the price of His life.

“The Christmas Eve Carol”
Interview with Onigiri Juniors 2.0
by Darlene Mizumoto

The Onigiri Juniors 2.0 are the kids of the Central Japanese
American Community Church’s (CJACC) junior high Sabbath
School class that meet on Saturdays at the church from 9:30
am to 10:45 am. Currently, we have Michael, Sammie, Hope,
Aiko, Liam, Sydney, Leo, Zuzu, and Joshua. This class is
lead by Aunty Darlene, and Aunty Dee. The Onigiri Juniors
are active both in and out of our designated class time - and
even through the school week despite going to various
schools. One thing for sure, technology is what they like and
are good at, and it helps them keep in touch with each other
during the six days leading to the next Onigiri Junior’s
Sabbath School class.

The Onigiri Junior’s are considered to be the seniors of the
Children’s Division at CJACC. As a result, they take on many
special projects and outreach activities. For the past few
years, they have taken the lead for the children’s division’s
role in the annual Christmas worship service. This year was
no exception. However, Christmas Program 2014 was extra
unique, fun, and very memorable as they were blessed to
bring their God-given imagination and creativity to life through

their God-given imagination and creativity to life through
the help of Computer Graphics Artist, Michael Tamura.

The Onigiri Junior's were interviewed to talk about the
Christmas Program, their experience, and the message
they wanted to share.

For the 2014 Christmas Program, the CJACC Children’s
Division, lead by the Onigiri Juniors, created a short
drama skit that involved combining live acting with a
video. Your group was really fortunate to have had
Michael Tamura who is a computer graphic artist for
Electronic Arts, Inc. (leading entertainment software
company) volunteer to use his sabbatical time to help
make this program possible. Can someone from the
Onigiri Juniors start the interview by giving us a very
brief description of the story?

Hope - Sure! It's a drama loosely based on a classic story
by Charles Dickens called “The Christmas Carol.” But we
named our skit “The Christmas Eve Carol.

Michael - It's about a rich kid who has enough money, $200
to be exact, to buy some headphones that cost $150
dollars. He gets $50 in change, but he doesn’t want to
donate any money to the Santa collecting donations for the
orphanage and he hides his money and walks off. Later
that night, Santa comes to his house three times (in his
dream), wakes Max up with a bell, and takes him to
different places with three different angels.

Hope - Our version of the story involves three angels
(instead of the three ghosts in the Dickens story), and time
travel to the past, present, and future Christmas’. Santa is
similar to the Marley character in the original story, and
Max is the Scrooge. Max is selfish and only thinks of
buying another set of headphones for himself instead of
helping the kids at Mrs. Goodkind’s Orphanage.

Let’s go on to another important character in your skit.
Leo, can you tell us a little bit about this person or
character?

Leo - Yes. | play this character and his name is Bob. Bob
is Max’s friend, but he is not rich. Bob is a kindhearted,
good person. He is unselfish, and unlike Max, he donates
to Mrs. Goodkind’s orphanage after talking to Santa about
the orphanage’s needs. He donates, but he doesn’t get a
bell. [everyone laughs]

So, Bob is like Bob Cratchit in the Dicken’s novel.

Leo - Yes, sort of. Max and Bob are shopping at the mall.
At first, Max convinced Bob to buy an expensive designer
coat, but after talking to Santa [collecting donations
outside], he changes his mind and returns the coat and
gets a less expensive scarf instead. Bob donates the $5
he gets in change. Later, Max gets to see all of this
happen when he goes with the Angel of Christmas Present.
Max also gets to see Bob visit the orphanage with Santa
and the Angel of Christmas Yet-to-come on Christmas Eve.
Bob gives the orphans their only Christmas present, which
is a big red ball he bought at the mall.

Good. Let’s describe the rest of the characters, then.
Liam, do you want to add anything about your
character, Max? So far, your friends have described
Max as a selfish Scrooge-like character. | remember a
funny scene where Max and Bob are Christmas
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shopping at the mall, and Max slaps the “cheapy” scarf onto
the ground. He seems kind of mean.

Liam - Yes, he seems a bit mean in that scene. But that was not
on purpose. We had no time to re-do any of the video takes, and
| accidentally knocked Bob’s scarf down while we were video
taping. We had to use that footage for the video, so | had to
make it look exactly the same in the live skit. We just went with
it.

So, Liam, what is Max really like? Who does he represent in
real-life?

Liam - Okay. | play Max. Max is a rich kid who wants to buy
headphones, but is too selfish to donate money to poor Mrs.
Goodkind’s Orphanage. Since he thinks no one will buy him what
he wants for Christmas, he buys himself a present - another
expensive designer headphones. Actually, | don’t think Max is
really that bad of a person. He just needs to learn a lesson.
Everyone has a lesson to learn, including Max. After his
experience with Santa and the three angels, he ends up truly
giving from the heart and learns a great lesson.

That is a really nice message, Liam. All of us sometimes
take for granted things that we have, and we get busy with
all the things we do, and just forget. Especially during the
holidays we need to be reminded about the true meaning of
giving and receiving. Just like Max. What about Santa?
Can anyone describe him?

Leo - He’s a stalker. He sneaks into people’s houses while they
are sleeping. (everyone laughs]

Michael - Santa is a skinny Asian guy with no beard. [everyone
laughs, again] Actually, | played Santa. My role was to play a
guy who is dressed up in a Santa suit (similar to the Salvation
Army Santa, ringing a bell and holding a little red bucket) who
collects donation for an orphanage. In our story, there are some
people who have a lot of money, yet don’t donate. My job is to
teach them about the true meaning of Christmas giving. | am
somehow able to appear in dreams and come to the homes of
those people who don’t donate while they are sleeping.
[“Stalker!” everyone laughs]

In our skit, it was Max who needed some education and
inspiration. In the end, it worked and Max had a complete
change of heart and learned a great lesson about giving.

What about the Three Angels. They are supposed to be like
the three ghosts who appear in Scrooge’s dreams: Past,
Present, and Future, right? Who played the first angel?
Hope - That would be me. | was the Angel of Christmas Past. |
played the angel who remind Max about the original Christmas
over 2000 years ago, and the priceless gift that was given to us
by God. | bring Max back to the past to the stable scene where
Jesus was born.

There was definitely some video-magic in these three angel
scenes. In the live skit during the Christmas program, when
Max goes to sleep on his bed, it switches to the video and
the audience can see the angels introduce themselves on
the large screen. It was so much fun to see Max, Santa, and
the angel get into the mission-boat sleigh and shoot off into
the night sky! The Angel of Christmas Past takes Max to a
stable scene where you can see all the members of the
children’s department in their respective roles (Mary,
Joseph, Wisemen, Sheep, etc.) | thought the little kids were
such great actors, especially Noah who was the little
drummer boy in that special scene. Kirk, Joshua, and Tom
were wisemen, and Mika and Lucas played Mary and

Joseph. There were so many sheep, including Zachary and
even some of the Onigiri Juniors were sheep! With so many
kids, | was so impressed that everyone looked so well-
behaved and organized.

Sammie - Actually, this part was filmed during Children’s Church,
and the kids (and us) were really crazy. They could actually hear
us in the Sanctuary during the church service!

Aiko - It was so hard to keep their outfits on, too. It was crazy!
[everyone is in strong agreement]

Then, it must have been excellent video editing! The kids
looked like “angels!” What about the second angel?

Zuzu - | play the part of the Angel of Christmas Present. | took
Max and Santa to the mall where Max was shopping earlier that
day. | show Max what his kind friend Bob did after he left. We had
to recreate the mall scene from the video in the live skit, so the
audience got to see this scene two times, but from different
perspectives.

So this part was both live and video, with the live being Max’s
perspective, and video Bob’s perspective?

Zuzu - Exactly!

I really liked these angel video scenes because once again,
the angel, Santa, and Max take off into the moonlit sky in the
mission-boat sleigh. What about the final angel?

Sammie - | played the Future Angel [all: “Angel of Christmas Yet-
to-come!”]. | am last of the three angels who appears to Max. |
have to rush to get Santa and Max into the mission-boat sleigh and
get going into the future - just two days away. We’re in a rush,
implying that if we are too slow, time will catch up with us, and it
will be too late to save Max. We crash land outside the window of
Mrs. Goodkind’s Orphanage just in time to see Bob’s visit. He
gives the orphaned children their one and only Christmas present,
and the little kids are really excited and happy.

It appears as if this scene is the tipping point that takes Max
over the edge - and changes his life forever, correct?

Sammie - Exactly! Max realizes for the first time how excessive
and selfish he was. He sees that he is able to help these kids —
much more so than Bob. Yet it was Bob who was giving the gift to
the orphanage from his heart. In his dream, he panics because he
is told that it's too late. When he wakes up, he realizes that it was
a dream and that he has just enough time to donate — and he
does.

Max’s life is changed even though he realizes it was just a
dream....Or was it a dream?

Liam - After Max donates, he comes back to his house and sees a
present that was left for him on his bed. He’s confused because
inside the present was Santa'’s bell.

That’s mysterious! Finally, can anyone tell us what some of
the challenges you experienced in this project were?

Sydney - | was originally supposed to be Mrs. Goodkind, but | got
sick and wasn’t able to make it for the filming of the part. | was
also supposed to be the mall cashier. Luckily, Aiko filled in for me,
and played Mrs. Goodkind, and Brianna was able to play the
cashier.

Aiko - | was the narrator, but | also played Mrs. Goodkind when
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Sydney was sick. Mrs. Goodkind runs the orphanage and takes
care of the kids. She is an old lady and is cheerful.

Michael - Aside from the santa suit being itchy and
uncomfortable, learning the lines was hard. It sounded like |
was reading it, because | was reading it. Everyone was holding
up signs with the narrative on it. We had only like one or two
times to film it and that was it, no matter if we messed up.
Sammie - | memorized my lines in 3 days. But actually acting it
while saying the lines was very different.

Sydney - Those of us not being filmed would all be holding cue
cards. We had about eight of us all holding cards for them to
read. We had to be really quiet, too. That was hard because we
laughed a lot!

Liam - We also had to pretend we were looking at stuff because
we were being videotaped in front of a big green screen. We
had to imagine what it was going to look like. In one scene,
Santa and the Angel of Christmas yet-to-come step in through
the open window, but it closes and | bang my face into the
window. That was all done by imagining how it was going to
look.

Thank you, Onigiri Juniors 2.0 for your interview. You guys
are all amazing! I also wanted to make sure to mention that
this project would not have been possible without Michael
Tamura, lending us his talent and time. He created all the
artwork and put together the video for us complete with
amazing CG and perfect music to compliment the work. In
this project, Michael Tamura filmed the Onigiri Junior’s in
front of this magical “green screen”, and every week (for 3
weeks), Michael Tamura would bring us sample clips of the
video in progress. It was really exciting to finally see the
finished product.
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In addition, immediately after the Christmas Program, the
Onigiri Junior’s filmed the live portion of the skit in front of a
green screen, and Michael Tamura was able to create a
complete Story version of the video which is also delightful to
watch. If anyone is interested in obtaining a copy of this DVD, it
is available for the asking. (a donation to the Onigiri Junior’s
Sabbath School class is suggested - but not required) The two-
dISC set contains DVD and Blue- -ray versions of the live
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Amy Matsuda & Emilian Griogore’s Wedding Shower + Family Fun Night (FFN)
Saturday, May 30 at 6:00pm

San Gabriel Academy, 8827 E Broadway, San Gabriel 91776

Please join us as we celebrate Amy & Emilian’s nuptials with dinner and kickball at SGA.

Keiro Nursing Home Visit
Saturday, June 13 from 3:00pm-3:45pm
2221 Lincoln Park Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90031

Food Preservation Class

Taught by certified UC Cooperative Extension LA County Master Food Preservation Class
Preservers share knowledge of jamming, pickling, dehydration, fermentation and food safty guideline.
Next class will be at 10am-12pm on Sunday June 14 about “Pickling.”

Location: CJACC

Open to participants 12 years and up. Space is limited.

Please sigh up: info@centraljapanese.org

2015 SDA General Conference, San Antonio, TX

The Japan Union Conference has graciously offered accommodations at a discounted rate of $300 at
the Omni La Mansion del Rio over July 10-11. This is a 4 star rated hotel located within walking
distance from the Session. For more information, please contact Pastor Yamaiji.

Annual Camping Trip
August, 2015
Details to follow

Beach Vespers at Bolsa Chica Beach
August, 2015
Details to follow

A3 —3y FTEEMNTEZET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

- Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

- * Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11am
- * Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
: * Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

: * Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Tues 10am-2pm
: * Family Fun Night Monthly

= * Women'’s Ministry Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
: updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.

P COBRDAANY MERGEE e- A —LTEEY LTLES, SHLD
D AIRUTO7 FLAA B A1) vHs[EE T news@centraljapanese.org.
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