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Message from Pastor Tadashi Yamaji
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About Loving

In “Two Domingo’s” in the collection of essays “Words Left Behind”
(tentative translation for “linokosareta Kotoba, & L\& S =S ") by Ayako
Sono (Japanese Catholic writer), an interesting story is written. Every year
large numbers of pilgrims visit the pilgrimage Route of Santiago de
Compostela in northwestern Spain, where allegedly there’s the Tomb of the
Apostle James the Great. On the way to the destination, there’s a small town
called Santo Domingo de la Calzada. It's not certain which era it belongs to
but there was once a monk named Domingo, who lived in a monastery in this
village. He is not the type of person who is capable of becoming an
intelligent trainee monk. However, on one rainy day, when he saw pilgrims
walking through and getting stuck in the mud, he started thinking how he can
help them walk easily. In those days, there was no method to pave roads
other than paving square ashlar so he would be carrying ashlar one by one
and laying it on the road day after day. People who saw him doing that
would call him “Domingo de la Calzada (Domingo of Pavement)”, and
therefore the village is said to have been named so.

While the tour guide tells this story, an old sturdy-built man, Mr. S, who
used to work as a director at construction site of major general contractor in
Japan for long time was listening closely. While he was passing by this town
in the rain, by listening to the way Domingo lived and the origin of the village
name, he decided to receive baptism. He might have identified his own life
who dedicated to the construction industry with the life of a monk Domingo,
who laid pavements for pilgrims day by day. These two men encountered
across time and space and Mr. S decided to become another Domingo. This
is truly a soul-to-soul contact and with this kind of experience, it'll change
people’s lives.

When we read the Bible, God will not only encounter us and change our
lives but ask His disciples who follow to devote something. Through the
experience like a soul-to-soul contact, we sometimes receive something but
most of the time, the nature of contact is about lavishing your time, labor,
money and emotion on the other party, isn't it? If you spare them, you can’t
expect a real soul contact between individuals or healing them or even
saving them.

The auditorium of Saniku Gakuin College is named after Grainger, who was
the first SDA missionary to Japan. Also there’s the theology building built
next to the auditorium is named after Mr. Okohira. Mr. Grainger abandoned
his position as a principal of college in the US to become a missionary to a
heathen country where is located in a far corner of Asia, in which was not
well-known to American people in those days. Mr. Okohira who was
disowned by his parents abandoned his status of shizoku (warrior class), his
future occupation and everything and devoted his life to Christ whom he
encountered in the US where he studied.

What have we devoted to Him? As Christians, what kind of cross are we
carrying in our lives? Christ gave us everything. Are we lavishing people
what Christ left for us? Can we willingly carry the cross for people’s
happiness?

There’s a drama, “Garden of the Wind (tentative translation of “Kaze no
Garden (B® H—T >)") scripted by So Kuramoto, which became a
posthumous work of an actor, Ken Ogata who died in 2008. At episode 2, in
a scene where a grandfather played by Ogata tells his disabled grandson
played by Ryunosuke Kamiki that his dog “Hotaru” is dying and encourages
him to accept it his grandfather (Ogata) says,

“Feeling sad means you’re caring”.

“Sadness” is an emotion that you can’t have unless you have a feeling to
love. Don’t you think a person who really knows sadness is the one who
knows to love people wholeheartedly or has loved someone? Christians who
know such sadness would lavish their time, labor, money and emotion for
people’s happiness.
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“Total Life” Yoko Lamn
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Do you know about the Total Life Seminar (Parenting
Seminar) at the Central Church? | participated in this
program for the first time about 12 years ago. My eldest
daughter was about 10 month old or so at that time. By
chance, | met a Japanese mom with children at Japanese
market and she told me to come to the Mommy and Me at
nearby church and that's how | was led to the program.
Mrs. Naoe Matsuda was leading the group along with two
other church members. Back then, | was worried about
parenting of my first child, didn't speak English and had
only few friends. It was a great fun going to Total Life
Seminar once a week.

Mrs. Matsuda shared many stories that sometimes a bit
harsh to my ears from her own parenting and professional
experience being a nurse. “We’re small and weak being,
but God who created heaven and earth is with us. We
shouldn’t be afraid.” “What is God’s love? What is love?”
It gave me a chance to start thinking about God. Potluck
with friends, knitting class, excursions. They're all
treasured memories. | started bible study with a friend that
| met in the seminar then | got baptized a year later. Total
Life changed my life.

When Mrs. Matsuda retired, Pastor Obara and Nakamura
took over and the program continued. Some years later
when both pastors moved to Japan, | wasn't sure if we can
continue the Total Life. | wondered if we should end the
program. Even | decided to take a lead, what can | do?
I’'m already busy with 3 children of my own. Can | do this?
| asked many people for an advice and to pray about it.
After much praying, | decided to take on the challenge
because the option of ending the program was just never
there. | asked God’'s to help me and soon a friend
introduced me to someone who can play and read books to
children. Then pastor Yamaji and his wife came to our
church and they also participate in the program. Our
church member, Keiko and Mrs. Udagawa also participate
in the program whenever they find a time even though
they’re busy with their lives. The work that is impossible to
do it by one person is accomplished by help of many.

Those who know Total Life from the past may wonder
about the program’s current state as number of people who
attends got small. Sometimes, we have 3 staff and 1
participating mom. The content of program changed also.
Those mothers who participate today have children in
elementary, middle or high schools. So discussion topics
are not about discipline but relationship with their husband.
We read a book and discuss how we can be better wife
and mother. Some of them have job or children’s school
pickups so they cannot attend consistently, but God brings
a person who needs Total Life to the every meeting. God
blessed beyond what | can write in here and I'm so thankful
for that.

Though | may not be adequate time to time, I'd like to
continue Total Life as long as God allows me. Last but not
least, I'd like to thank church members who support the
program through prayers. Please continue your prayers for
moms who are doing their best in parenting in the foreign
country.
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“Big Bear Retreat” Melissa Hokama
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This year, 2015, was the 10 year anniversary of the Big
Bear Retreat! It's hard to believe that so much time has
passed since the birth of this annual event that we've all
grown to look forward to every year.

What was the catalyst to the beginning of this event? In
2005, we had just moved from Hacienda Heights and were
meeting at San Gabriel Academy by early 2006. With so
much change, it often felt like we were a little fractured and
broken. We had left many loved ones back at Hacienda
Heights , and at times, the journey felt a little lonely even
though we all knew the decision to move was the best one for
us at the time. It was at this time that | felt that it would be
important to create something that would encourage the
camaraderie within the congregation that we had. This was
the start of a ten year tradition that has continued ever since.

In the beginning, the focus was just to develop fellowship
and community, since that was one of the things that felt like
we needed to hold the congregation together. As time has
passed however, | feel that God has pushed the retreat in a
direction that has changed from focusing on hanging out with
each other, to a larger focus on our specific relationship with
God. As | looked at our church family dynamic, it became
more apparent that we spend a lot of time catering to the kids
and their well being, and teaching Sabbath Schools and
planning family events, but | could see that we don’t spend as
much time getting to be Christian adults that challenge each
other and who are comfortable examining ourselves, being
open, and praying together.

The retreat has morphed into something now that hopefully
is challenging but fun for both adults and kids. In addition to
Friday night worship, and a “sermon” on Saturday morning,
we also participate in Men and Women'’s time (adults only)
and personal quiet time, reflection time, and some physical
activity (hiking) or adult tea time (supervision for children
provided).

Sometimes it feels like the adults at our church don’t always
get to be adults because we’re often caregivers and
providers, so this retreat is one of the few events that is
actually geared more for adults (but the kids all seem to have
tons of fun too). If you haven’t had a chance to attend one of
our Big Bear retreats, know that you are invited every
November to join Central Church family as we strive to grow
in our relationship with Jesus, and as we join in church family
fellowship to look forward to seeing what God has in store for
us.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Traditional Culture Day
Saturday, January 2, 2016

Wear your traditional cultural clothing for the first Sabbath of the New Year!

Mochi Pounding Festival
Sunday, January 17 at 10:00am

We will be serving homemade red bean paste, edamame paste, natto, and more.
Invite your friends and family! The festival will continue as long as there is mochi.

A3 =3y FTEEMNTEZET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

- Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

- * Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11am
- * Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
: * Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

: * Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thus 10am-2pm
: * Family Fun Night Monthly

: *Women'’s Ministry Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
: updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.
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